
What will you learn?

Where else can you study fashion, political 
corruption, the mafia, La Dolce Vita and 
Pavarotti together? 

Skills will be enhanced including 
communication, problem-solving, research, 
summarising, debating and essay writing with 
opportunities for literary study, critical 
thinking and appreciation of art, literature 
and film.

Topics / Themes for the 2017 Specification 
Italian A-level

Themes

Year 1  
Theme 1: Changes in Italian society.
• The evolution of the Italian family.
• Education.
• The world of work.

Theme 2: The political and artistic culture of 
Italian speaking countries.
• Music.
• Media
• Cultural heritage, festivals and customs.

Year2 
Theme 3: Italy – a society in evolution.
• The positive impact of immigration on Italy.
• Problems of migration in Italy.
• The north-south divide.

Theme 4: From Fascism to the present day.
• Mussolini’s rise to power.
• Fascism in the Second World War.
• From dictatorship to democracy.

What do students say?

“Italian A level has definitely broadened my understanding not only 
of language and literature but also the culture. The course has really 
inspired me to continue my Italian studies at university.”

“Languages at St Helen’s are taught in such a varied and interesting 
way. The small classes in Italian enable everyone to get the tailored 
help they need.” 

“The course gives you increasing confidence to speak more fluently, 
and the cultural topic at A2 gives more scope for choosing another 
aspect of Italian, whether geographical or literature.”

Facilities, expeditions and more...

The Italian course uses the multimedia 
suite in the Language Learning Centre to 
access on-line resources including 
newspapers and magazines (La 
Repubblica, Il Corriere della Sera and La 
Stampa for example). Cultural 
enrichment is also available using the 
varied films on DVD and magazines in the 
school library through visiting speakers 
and overseas trips.

Who teaches it?

Italian is taught by James Earnshaw-Crofts, teacher in charge of Italian together with individual 
conversation classes on all topics and grammar support provided by the Italian Foreign Language 
Assistant, Mrs Lara Clementi. 

Mr Earnshaw-Crofts has completed advanced studies both at BA and MA level into Italian culture 
and society including Renaissance art, literature and philosophy, Italian cinema, the Risorgimento 
and modern Italian politics and cultural change. He combines his own interest in Italian culture and 
history with a passion for the Italian language to develop students’ all-round knowledge and 
understanding of Italian and Italy. 

James Earnshaw-Crofts, i/c Italian

Results gained in 2016:

A level Italian: 
100% A*/A

Specification: Edexcel 
Weblink: www.edexcel.com/quals/gce/gce08/
lang/italian/Pages/default.aspx

FACT FILE

How is the subject taught?

Small groups allow greater versatility of 
teaching and learning styles. All students 
have one period per week with the Italian 
assistant, following A level topics, 
coaching them towards oral 
examinations. 

Lessons balance grammar work, topic 
study and also training and assessment in 
the key skills of listening, speaking, 
reading, writing and translation. Skills in 
communication are developed through 
debating, presentation, creative and 
discursive essay writing. 

Students study both modern and past 
Italian culture, society and current affairs 
through the media of literature, film, 
newspapers and magazines, authentic 
audio-visual and multimedia resources. 
They will be expected to work 
independently, collaborate with others 
and undertake independent research as a 
basis for the A level written examination.

Italian 

“Guardando il paesaggio toscano da Siena”


